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       Prayer Requests
*Effective use of the Creation to Christ materials in evangelizing the Mangyan tribe. 

* That the Philippine government  approve the higher level of accreditation for the home for disabled children so we can bring in a wider range of disabilities.

*That we are able to buy the farm offered to us.

Spring 2016
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Stay Up To Date








Church Planting,   National Pastor Development,   Disability Ministry, Home for Disabled Children





Ford Forum  Philippine Mercy Mission








If you have received this prayer letter by mail you have been missing all the updates we send out by email. We maintain a list of email addresses of people who receive our prayer letter as an email attachment. It is the same one you receive through the postal service. The folks also get periodic email from us about recent events in the ministry including additional photos and links to videos. This helps them help us as they are then praying for our work in specific ways at the time it is needed. If you would like to receive our prayer letter as an email attachment along with updates between publications as well as additional photos and video simply email to � HYPERLINK "mailto:dickford@atlanticbb.net" �dickford@atlanticbb.net� and say add me to your prayer letter list. It will also help us save ministry funds for use in the Philippines by reducing our printing and mailing costs. We hope to hear from many of you. In the meantime please enjoy and pray over this newest edition of our prayer letter


         The Ministry Team


School is out in April and May in the Philippines so it is rather quiet around the compound where House of Love and Compassion is. If any of the children in the home or orphanage next door have a relative or adult sibling to spend time with they go visit them for a week or two. This gives us an opportunity to begin introducing you to people we work together with in doing the ministry. In this issue we would like to introduce you to Melany Becada the social worker at House of Love and Compassion. We are so grateful that God connected us with her.
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My name is Melany A. Becada. I am 46 years old. I came from to a family of 10 children. I am the 7th child. My parents broke up when I was 7 years old, then my siblings went on their own ways after that. I lived with various people and supported my own living and  schooling needs by working in the rice field on weekends. At 12 years old I was put in  the orphanage where I am working right now (Hebron Children’s Home). I was able to finish a degree in Social Work at Philippine Christian University in Manila, through a sponsorship. Now I am working as a Social Worker of Hebron Children’s Home and the House of Love and Compassion with the children who have  physical disabilities. I am in charge of the running of the home, particularly doing case studies, counselling, handling the financial budget, referral to hospitals or therapist as needed, and supervising 6 staff.  


	I am married to Norberto Becada and blessed with 3 children ages 21, 20 and 7 years old. It was the Lord who gave the desire  to take up Social Work  because in my heart I really wanted to work with children who have the same experience as me. When I prayed, the Lord made it happen. He ordered everything to give me the desires of my heart. 


My favorite verse is Psalm 46:10, Be still and Know that I am God. Many times God has proven to me that he is alive and true. When my husband had an accident last yearwe had expenses of P130,000 (about USD3,000). It’s a lot of money that even my one year salary cannot pay. I could not think of anything, I did not know what to do, and I don’t have relatives to ask for help because they are also poor. Then the Lord had spoke to me “Be still and know that I am God” meaning hands off because I will come  your way, let me deal with your problems, and rest assured that the outcome is in my hands. When we put our problems or needs in God’s hands, He puts his peace in our hearts. Truly God is faithful. I was able to pay the P130,000 I didn’t owe anything to anyone. What God has done for me He will also do for anyone. Just trust and put everything in God’s hands. Praise God!
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Did you get this by regular Mail?


 If you receive our prayer letter by postal service and would like to get it more often via email please email us at  � HYPERLINK "mailto:dickford@atlanticbb.net" �dickford@atlanticbb.net�  telling us to add you to the email list. 


See article on next page.
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Reaching More Mangyans


	If you have followed our ministry for a while you know how Pastor Rio and Dick wanted to reach the Mangyan tribes on Mt. Halcon but were prevented from doing so by the Philippine Army due to ongoing conflict with communist rebels in the area. God gave them a tribe to reach when they left the mountain due to the conflict and illness there. We have been keeping you up to date regarding the ministry to that tribe.


	As the members of that tribe have come to faith in Christ and grown they developed a desire to go to the tribes still on the mountain and tell them about Jesus. God opened the way for that to happen! The conflict is now isolated in the south of the island and so Wil’s wife Glenda inquired of the authorities and was given a document allowing travel on the north end of the mountain for the purpose of finding and  ministering to the tribes there.


	We put together a team to go to the mountain and plans were made for the trip which included hiring a truck to drive the team as far in to the jungle as possible before they needed to continue on foot. It would be a three day hike from there to where the tribe was expected to be. Rice and flour were packaged to give to the tribe and several solar lanterns were purchased to give them as well hoping they would not be afraid of them as they would be quite helpful to them.


	We were able to keep in contact with the team for a while by cell phone until they got out of reach of cell towers. Once they got to the general area of where the tribe was expected to be there was not one tribe but ten different groups all within a few miles of each other and they reported that there were two more groups another two days walk away!


	The team spent three days visiting with the tribe,  building relationships. The Mangyan are a peaceful and shy group. The plan is to return to the tribe on a regular basis and begin teaching them about God. The Mangyan are animistic worshiping spirts they think are all around. They are open to hearing the teaching we will provide. Dick adapted the Foundations-Creation to Christ materials from New Tribes into a simple format with many pictures to show the people as they are told the chronological stories from the Bible from the fall of man to God working out His plan of redemption. We laminated all the materials so they will not be damaged by rain as they travel in backpacks through the mountains. 


	Our goal is to make monthly visits to the tribe teaching some of the lessons each time. It is exciting to see how God is working things out!  
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HOME SWEET HOME











Pray for our disability ministry team. From left to right. Jojo Tay, Moses Chiong, Briccio Aguilar and seated Leslie Dela Ganar.


Read more info about them in a future prayer letter.











Ariel view of 


farmland in Socorro.





FARMLAND PROJECT


	The Lord has placed a wonderful opportunity before us that would help the Mangyan and Tagalog people we minister to become self-sufficient. There is a strong mandate in the Bible to help our poor brothers and sisters in the Lord but that does not mean we are supposed to always just give them a handout. A helping hand up is much better. The opportunity I mentioned will do that. The widow of a farmer in Socorro a town near Naujan came to our ministry administrator and offered to sell the farm to the ministry for a very good price. She even gave us the title to the land to hold until September saying that was her way of promising she would not sell it to anyone else while she gave us time to obtain the funds. We have had some come in but still need $4000.00 The land is fully developed with many various crops that are perennial. If we can purchase the land the churches and Mangyan will have enough food for everyone and be able to sell some for cash as well. They would be virtually autonomous and not so dependent on handouts, which is their desire. The cash would support travel expenses for outreach to the tribes in the mountains, the purchase of Bibles for distribution and medical evangelism outreaches among other things.  This would free more of the funds coming in to our general account for use in the home for disabled children and for expanding church planting to other areas. It would be money well spent. Some churches do not understand this. This is explained well in a book by Robert Lupton that quite popular. Consider these quotes from his book


“When we do for those in need what they have the capacity to do for themselves, we disempower them.” 


“Giving to those in need what they could be gaining from their own initiative may well be the kindest way to destroy people.” 


“Never do for the poor what they have (or could have) the capacity to do for themselves.”


― Robert D. Lupton, Toxic Charity: How Churches and Charities Hurt Those They Help


The people we serve are hard-working and do not wish to be treated in the negative ways pointed out by Lupton.  
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. If you feel led to help please use this section to send your gift.


Please use this gift for the ministry of Dick and Judy Ford as indicated below.


Check one:


Support a child in the home for disabled children. (40 donors at $20 dollars a month needed.)


Church Planting / National Pastor Development and Support.


Farmland for the Mangyans.


As needed.


This is a: ____ One time gift.   ___ Monthly support.


Make Checks payable to CMC and mail to:


                                     Central Missionary Clearinghouse


P.O. Box 219228


Houston, TX  77218





CONTACT INFORMATION


Dick and Judy Ford, 443 Rockwood Drive, Martinsburg, PA 16662


Phone: 1-814-502-2146     Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:dickford@atlanticbb.net" �dickford@atlanticbb.net�


           We are on the web:� HYPERLINK "http://www.pmmission.org" �www.pmmission.org�     Video at:www.godtube.com/fordmissions








……





Please Help


Bringing a people group to a saving knowledge of Christ is job one of missions and a wonderful thing to see. God tells us clearly in His Word to help our poor brothers and sisters. It is a strong Biblical mandate. What better way to do that then to help them stand on their own in supporting themselves instead of giving a handout that will need to be given repeatedly.  Will you help us help those we minister to become self-supporting people by giving a gift toward the purchase of farmland on the island of Mindoro?











