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   Eduardo Merhon who Pastor Wil prepared as his successor.                 Glenda holding Wil Jr. and standing next to her sister.
                                                                                                                 Wil’s other children from left to right: Gamaliel, Isa and Gia.














	It is with sadness that I  tell you that Pastor Wil Rio went home to be with the Lord in August at the age of 36. 


Those of you who have been following our ministry know that Pastor Rio was our Timothy. We helped mentor and encourage him in ministry.    As a young man he felt called to ministry as a pastor but kept procrastinating. 


Wil’s brother was kidnapped and killed by the Abu Sayaf, the same people who kidnapped Martin and Gracia Burnham. Later Wil was shot as he was caught   crossfire of a fight between two Muslim militant groups on the island of Sulu. It was that event that ended Wil’s procrastination. In his hospital bed he dedicated his life to full time ministry. 


  When he was still in Bible College we helped him plant a church in a squatter’s village in Naujan. That work grew and together we were able to plant 4 more churches over the years. Wil’s life and ministry had a tremendous impact on the lives of many. We miss him as do the members of his church, but we all are truly at peace knowing he is with the Lord. 


Will leaves behind his wife Glenda and four children ranging in age from 1 to 10.


Please pray for Glenda and Gamaliel, Gia, Is and Wil Jr..  


If you would like to send a memorial gift, the funds would go to help build the home for disabled children. Until he became ill this was Wil’s dream also.


Please use the form at the end of this prayerletter for that purpose.
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Although the ministry has lost Pastor Wil, the work goes on and we are pleased to report that things are going well in the churches. Adjustments had to be made but the church members and leadership are enthusiastic and dedicated to continuing the work God.


           God helped Dick meet with each pastor and church leader separately to provide words of comfort and evaluate how each was doing and discuss the future of their churches. God was especially gracious to Dick by giving him the emotional strength to preach to Wil’s flock when he was just as affected as they were at the loss. God allowed it all to be a time of comfort and encouragement for everyone. 


              God is working things out. A few years ago Dick had told Wil to find his Joshua. In other words disciple and mentor a young man that could be Wil’s successor some day. Wil did that.  Through our supporters we were able to help Eduardo attend Mindoro Bible College. He has one year to go before graduation but has been serving at the church in Nuajan every weekend. The congregation likes him and sees him as their next pastor. Until he finishes college the deacons will be sharing the preaching task.    


Teddy and Lerma, who were our neighbors, became part of the church through an outreach initiated by Judy. Teddy quit his job as a guard and started a trike business taking kids to and from school each day. He did this so that he and his wife would be free during most of the day to continue the visitation and Bible studies that Wil did regularly. Glenda has been told by the congregation that she is welcome to continue to live in what they call the “pastoral house”. She is serving the ministry as what can best be described as the churches administrative secretary. She will also continue to oversee the Children’s Ministry and Women’s Ministry as well as her ministry to the Mangyan tribe.  We praise God for the heart for ministry of these people.
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For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 


Php 1:21  





Pastor Wil Rio once asked that this verse mark his grave. Even in death he desired to be a witness
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Ford Forum PMM





Dick with Chief Berto and some of tribe.
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Pastor Wil Rio doing his favorite thing, sharing the Gospel with his countrymen.
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Mangyan Ministry








	We were especially concerned about how the home going of Pastor Wil would affect the ministry to the Mangyan tribe. They are all so very young in their faith. They were sad when told of Pastor Wil’s passing but they also are rejoicing for they know he is in a better place. They are still quite eager to learn more of the Word. Everything needs to be taught verbally since none of them can read.  Glenda has been going to them weekly and has started to teach them to read and write.The ladies of the church and Eduardo are teaching them things such as the use of clothing, washing those clothes as well as bathing and using the communal bathroom the government supplied. 


	




















We had explained that finding land with a clear title in the Philippines is quite difficult. This made it hard to find a place for the home for disabled children to be built. But God has opened up a great opportunity in the Bulacan area. 





We have had a friendly working relationship with a children’s ministry in San Rafael, Bulacan for the last six years.  They have a school for the deaf, a Christian school and an orphanage on a compound.  They have offered us land next to the orphanage on which to build the home. Dick met with our New Zealand friends in August and we have decided to move forward with this offer. By doing this and sharing some of the staff such as social worker, cook, and cleaning staff we will save funds as well as much time in the licensing process with the Philippine Department of Social Welfare and Development. 





Our New Zealand teamates have proven over the years to run a great ministry with a heart for reaching children with the Gospel. That is their primary ministry. They have a great heart for the disabled as well and have some people with disabilities on staff. Although the compound is on the main island of Luzon several staff are from Mindoro where we minister in Naujan. They are excited about bringing over children from there and including them in the home. We are quite happy they agreed to this as we have a special place in our hearts for the people of Mindoro.  





We are waiting on an architect and contractor to finish plans since the lot will not accommodate the building configuration we first designed.  If all goes well we could see the home completed by July of 2013.
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From left to right: Dianne Bayley, Director of the ministry. Briccio Aguilar, Project Director for the program for disabled. He is a polio victim from Mindoro.  Leslie Dela Ganar secretary, paraplegic from birth. We have worked with these fine people for six years on various projects. Who better to help us run a home for disabled children?! ( Note: Dianne is not disabled. She just sat down to take a break.)





















































Pray For:


That God would provide the rest of the funds for the home for disabled children quickly. We are close. Please pray how you or your church can help us start construction in the Spring.


For the persecuted church.


One more couple to join our ministry on a part time basis.  If interested please contact us directly for details. 


Glenda as she adjusts to life without her husband.


	Praise for:


Donations received for building the home.


Spiritual growth in the churches of the Naujan area.


Salvation decisions among the Mangyan tribe.
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If you feel led to help please cut out this section and use it to send your gift.


Please use this gift for the ministry of Dick and Judy Ford as indicated below.


Check one:


Construction and furnishing of the home for disabled children. 


Church Planting / National Pastor Development and Support.


Disability Ministry. (This includes evangelistic outreach, providing wheelchairs and meeting                                                   other human needs for the disabled.


Pastor Rio memorial gift. 


This is a: ____ One time gift.   ___ Monthly support. 


Make Checks payable to CMC and mail to:


Central Missionary Clearinghouse


P.O. Box 219228


Houston, TX  77218
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Dick and Judy Ford


Street Address


443 Rockwood Drive, Martinsburg, PA 16662


Phone:


(814) 793-7952


E-Mail:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:dickford@atlanticbb.net" �dickford@atlanticbb.net�


� HYPERLINK "mailto:judyford@atlanticbb.net" �judyford@atlanticbb.net�





We’re on the Web!


See us at:


pmmission.org


and


godtube.com/fordmissions





Prayer Request and Praises














